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mountain walls and hills, which in spring are covered
witli a soft grassy carpet, but which become parched up
during the dry summer months. Although often described
as a deep basin with depths of over 800 feet, Tiberias is
comparatively speaking a shallow depression. The sound-
ings taken by Lieutenant Molyiieux in 1847 nowhere
exceeded 156 feet, and the results of this survey are



TIBERIAS.

confirmed by the researches of M. J&irrois in 1890
(Canyptcs Rendus, Paris Geo. SocM 1893). West of the
lake stretches the fertile plain of Gennesarejh (El-
Ghuweir or "the Little Ghor"); but the Ghor itself
continues still to fall for about 200 miles between the
Giliad hills and the escarpment of the plateaux of Galilee
and Samaria, southwards to the Dead Sea. The total fall
in this space amounts to 610 feet, so that at its lowest
level the Jordan has descended to a depth of 1292 feet